
COMPETENCES MAP OF VOLUNTEER FOREST FIREFIGHTER  

 

INTRODUCTION 

Within the scope of the 1st Intellectual Output of the project, a competence map and training roadmap for volunteer forest firefighters were 
created by examining the current legislation of the partner countries and the relevant legal regulations of the EU. During the preparation phase, 
qualifications, training curricula and programs in partner countries were also examined in detail. We have also benefited from the data in the 
International report from the answers of the questionnaire addressed to trainers of volunteers, experts in forest firefighting and volunteers in 
forest firefighting with at least some experience in operational activities, which is also the 1st Intellectual Output of our project. 

The aim of the project is to create specific volunteers’ profiles, who will be collaborating inside Volunteers’ Fire Protection Organizations (existing 
or going to be created in each country) for the optimization of the preparedness and extinguishing activities and, furthermore, for dealing with 
people’s needs in the post disaster phase through a training roadmap in which basic competences accepted at EU level are defined. The training 
roadmap of volunteer forest firefighters, created within the scope of the project, shows the basic competencies that are valid for all partner 
countries. Countries will be able to fulfil and support these qualifications within the framework of their national / local legislation. 

Based on these qualifications and training roadmap, the Project partners decided to develop an OER platform covering all topics.  

 

  



Output 1 – Volunteer forest firefighter’s competences and training route map 

 

Modules 
Topics / Units of 
learning 

Learning 
Outcomes  

Competences 
Skills and competences from the international 
report 

Module 1 

Identification of the 

skills of the volunteers  

The status of incentives 

to attract volunteers 

1.1 Identification of 
the skills of the 
volunteers 
-Hard (technical) skills 
-Soft skills (Problem-

solving skills, Teamwork 
skills, Adaptability, Ability to 
stay calm in difficult 
circumstances 
Quick reactions, Patience, 
Understanding and 
Sensitivity 
Loyalty, Sound judgement, 
Confidence, Resilience) 

The volunteer is 
able to explain the 
importance of the 
volunteer’s skills 

Reflect upon his/her own 
skills 

As an introduction to the course all partners 
agreed to develop this topic in order to 
understand every volunteer the skills and the 
competences needed for the role of the 
volunteer and reflect upon his/her skills 

1.2 The status of 
incentives to attract 
volunteers 

According the 
needs of each 
organization, 
innovative ways to 
attract volunteers  
 

Plan and manage his/her 
organisation  to know how to 
attract new volunteers 

The course is addressed to trainers and 
volunteers. We think that it is very important 
for a trainer and his/her organisation to know 
how to attract new volunteers 

Module 2 
Legal framework for 
volunteer firefighters - 

Responsibilities: 
2.1 extinguishment  

The volunteer is 
able to explain the 
ways of 
extinguishment 

Manages an extinguishment 
Dexterity in handling machines and manual 
tools 



Definitions of basic 
concepts 2.2 prevention  

The volunteer is 
able to explain the 
ways of prevention 

Applies the ways of 
prevention 

The importance of prevention 

2.3 Rescue assistance 
 

The volunteer is 
able to apply 
rescue assistance 

Applies the instructions for 
rescue assistance 

First Aid  
Cardiopulmonary resuscitation 
Dexterity in handling machines and manual 
tools  
Willingness to help fellow human beings 

Module 3 
Personal Protective 
Equipment. The 
importance of learning 
to use the appropriate 
protection tools 

3.1 Personal 
Protective Equipment. 
(Personal Safety) 

The volunteer is 
able to explain the 
rules of personal 
safety 

Is responsible for his/her 
Personal Protective 
Equipment 

Knowledge of personal safety protection 
devices and their correct use and maintenance. 

3.2 The importance of 
learning to use the 
appropriate protection 
tools 

The volunteer is 
able to apply the 
Personal 
Protective 
Equipment 

Is responsible for his/her 
Personal Protective 
Equipment 

Knowledge of personal safety protection 
devices and their correct use and maintenance. 

Module 4 
Coordination of 
shutdown operations. 
Extinguishing means - 
Basic actions in 
extinction 

4.1 Coordination of 
shutdown operations 
 - Communication  
 - New Technologies 
 

The volunteer is 
able to Know how 
to communicate in 
case of emergency 
(radio 
communication) 

Carry out radio 
communication 

The need to improve coordination and 
cooperation with all the organizations and 
institutions involved, teamwork, discipline and 
the importance of communication in 
emergency situations, new communication 
techniques/technologies  

4.2 Extinguishing 
means 

The volunteer is 
able to select the 
extinguishing 
means 

Use the correct mean 
Dexterity in handling machines and manual 
tools 

4.3 Basic actions in 
extinction 

The volunteer is 
able to explain the 

Carry out an extinction 

Ability to stay calm in difficult circumstances  
Problem-solving skills  
Quick reactions 



basic actions in 
extinction 

Dexterity in handling machines and manual 
tools  

Module 5 
Forest fires - analysis of 
the main causes, 
evaluation of strategies 
for extinction and 
planning for the 
management of forest 
fires 

5.1 Forest fires - 
Analysis of the main 
causes 
 

The volunteer is 
able to name the 
main causes of 
forest fires 

Identify the main causes of 
forest fires 

The need to improve skills and knowledge 
about fires (how they begin and how they 
spread, according to the different weather and 
ground conditions) 

5.2 Evaluation of 
strategies for 
extinction and 
planning for the 
management of forest 
fires 

The volunteer is 
able to evaluate 
strategies 

Collaborate with the 
members of the team to 
choose a strategy 

Teamwork skills 
Evaluation of the scenario's safety -  
Evaluation weather conditions (especially 
winds) 
The importance of using different firefighting 
techniques and the knowledge of categories of 
plants and their reaction to fire and fire 
behaviour (how to use fire to prevent and fight 
wildfire) 
 

Module 6  
RescEu – European 
Mechanism of Civil 
Protection in forest 
fires.   

The EU Civil 
Protection 
Mechanism 

The volunteer is 
able to explain 
what is the EU Civil 
Protection 
Mechanism 

Collaborate with other 
organizations 

It is very important for everyone to Know the 
EU Civil Protection Mechanism, what it is, how 
it works  and why. 

 


